Monkey Class Newsletter
February 2023

Dear Parents,

Second semester is already upon us, time flies when we’re learning well! The readings will
begin to get significantly more difficult. The good news is the Monkey class has really
increased their interest in books - after all their successful reading contests last month!
What also will be difficult is the grammar work. | have and will continue to put a lot of
emphasis on each new grammar lesson, because the way the text and English grammar is
structured is that concepts build upon each other, and without good foundational
understanding of key concepts learned prior - kids will get lost in space with lessons
further along!

Song and Dance

We'll be singing some classics from way back. A Mary Poppins classic in Skidramarik - ie -
dinky - do. As well as who stole the cookie, which is more of a chant than a song. But the
exposure to English from these will be fantastic for them!

Feb Week 1: Skidramarik

Feb Week 2: Skidramarik

Feb Week 3: Skidramarik

Feb Week 4: Skidramarik

Feb Week 5: Who Took the Cookie from the Cookie Jar

Reading

Again, the readings will be increasingly more difficult. | believe that most of the Monkeys
will learn to read and remember most of the stories by mid week, and we’ll definitely go
over intonation with some of the grammar in the sentences later in the week. As books get
more difficult, commas are more often used - and it will be important for them to really
learn to read breaks in the sentences.

Feb Week 1: Boats! / The Snowball

Feb Week 2: Boats! / The Snowball

Feb Week 3: Boats! / The Snowball

Feb Week 4: The Snowman

Feb Week 5: Buzz Said the Bee

Core Material
Core materials will be, as usual, building upon grammar concepts and phonics that we’re
currently doing with the other texts. Comprehension is also another major area that will be



testing the Monkeys in core, and it seems with their improved reading ability - they are
really beginning to understand texts at a slightly more advanced level.

Feb Week 1: Unit 1 Week 3 Anthology

Feb Week 2: Unit 1 Week 3 Anthology

Feb Week 3: Unit 1 Week 3 Anthology

Feb Week 4: Unit 1 Week 3 Anthology

Feb Week 5: Unit 1 Week 4 Workshop

Phonics

Phonics seems to be the favorite amongst many in the Monkey class! | think possibly
because of the uniformity that goes into all the lessons. It’'s a good system the Sadlier text
uses, as we really go over each letter in different areas of words. We will continue to do
this and still have a strong emphasis on vowel sounds, mainly in the body of the words
with Feb work.

Feb Week 1: Sadlier 93/94

Feb Week 2: Sadlier 95/96

Feb Week 3: Catch Up & Review

Feb Week 4: Sadlier 99-104

Feb Week 5: Sadlier 105-109

Grammar

Full length sentences, questions and answers, pronoun replacement, negatives, and a lot
more work on ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’, and ‘those’. It seems and actually is a lot for the kids, but
| think they can handle it - as long as they focus. Some Monkeys love grammar because at
this point, it’s very logical within the rules of English. But, without a lot of practice some will
also fall behind - we’ve got to work hard here in Feb!

Feb Week 1: Book 46/47 Work 23

Feb Week 2: Book 47/48 Work 24

Feb Week 3: Catch Up & Review

Feb Week 4: Book 49/50 Work 25

Feb Week 5: Book 50/51 Work 26

MPM Math

Most likely the easiest in general level of difficulty, MPM in Feb will see us start to begin
using a new set of ‘D’ books. Again, we will practice pattern recognition, simple addition,
some simple logic, and of course lots of stickers and coloring!

Feb Week 1: D1 1/2

Feb Week 2: D1 3/4

Feb Week 3: D1 5-8

Feb Week 4: D1 9-12

Feb Week 5: D1 13-18

Spelling

New level of spelling words begins in Feb! We’ll be going over a lot more words with four
or more letters, a lot less three letter words. That means an extra phonics sound to work
with. Generally the Monkey class adapts pretty well with the spelling words - since we pay
a lot of attention to our phonics work!

Feb Week 1: flip pull down good like

Feb Week 2: flip pull down good like

Feb Week 3: Catch Up & Review



Feb Week 4: class black plan clap glad
Feb Week 5: fun they make too kids

| don’t think semester two will be that much harder for the Monkey class than semester
one. They may have slight difficulty adjusting in the first month, which of course is Feb -
but we work hard and try to focus a lot on the ‘right’ way of understanding the material. We
always go back to the foundations, whether it be the ‘sound’ or rules of the grammar that
we learned 4 months ago plural/singular, or how we counted with our fingers to add at the
beginning. The adjustment period will be short and our class will be rolling in no time!
Happy Chinese New Year!

Regards,
Teacher Peter
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Song and Dance
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% F#8 : Who Took the Cookie from the Cookie Jar
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Core Material
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ZF—14  Unit 1 Week 3 Anthology
25 44 : Unit 1 Week 3 Anthology
ZE =734 : Unit 1 Week 3 Anthology
ZEVOHE : Unit 1 Week 3 Anthology
B ¢ Unit 1 Week 4 Workshop
Phonics
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Grammar
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Spelling
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VU © class/black/plan/clap/glad

% F#8  fun/they/make/too/kids
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