Koala Class Newsletter
February/March 2023

Welcome to the Koala Class monthly newsletter for February and March.

In February we will have a chance to discuss the progress of your child at the school
parents evening. This is a great opportunity to answer any questions, discuss concerns, or
just a general conversation about what the class will be learning this semester.

In March we will have the school sports day. Teacher Chocolate and his team will organise
a fun day full of activities for the kids and parents to participate in together.

Here is a detailed look at what Koala Class will be learning in the coming months...

Reading

The class reads the reading books several times every day. | am very strict when it comes
to reading time. Everyone sits down and we read together following the words with our
fingers. Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't
understand. | positively encourage questions about the reading material and make sure
they understand. After reading together, individuals are chosen to read to the whole class
so their pronunciation can be checked and corrected if necessary. Sometimes

during outdoor play | will give extra reading practice and attention to those who need it.

February

Week 1 - Barn Storm
Week 2 - Smarty Sara
Week 3 - My New Boy
Week 4 - Peanut

March

Week 1 - Catch-up and Review
Week 2 - The Teeny Tiny Woman
Week 3 - Bones

Week 4 - The 100th Day of School
Week 5 - Pete’s Big Lunch



Core Material

February

Weeks 1-2 - Nate the Snake is Late
Weeks 3-4 - On my Way to School

March

Week 1 -Catch-up and Review
Weeks 2-3 - Time to Plant
Weeks 4-5 - The Big Yuca Plant

Phonics
The phonics book has many fun activities for the students. It teaches the kids letter
recognition and the different sounds they make.

February

Week 1 - Silent letters / initial digraphs
Week 2 - Final digraphs

Week 3 - Review / r- controlled vowels
Week 4 - r- controlled vowels

March

Week 1 - Catch-up and Review
Weeks 2-3 - Review Exercises
Week 4 - Vowel digraphs ea and oo
Week 5 - Vowel digraphs au and aw

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)
MPM math is great fun for the new students. It teaches the kids the basics of mathematics
in fun and interesting ways. Their new MPM boxes are full of stuff to help them learn.

February

Week 1 - Counting and number writing exercises. Shape matching. Combination of
numbers.

Week 2 - Counting exercises 11-30. Missing number exercises. Counting in 10s.

Week 3 - Combination and separation of numbers. Coin recognition. Check mark drawing
exercises. Coin valve exchange exercises.

Week 4 -Spacial concept: Quadrant relative position. Straight-line drawing exercises.

March

Week 1 - Cat-up and Review

Week 2 - Spacial concept: Topology. Learning to tell time in analogue format.

Week 3 - Spacial concept: Topology. Learning to tell time in analogue and digital formats.

Week 4 - Learning about grids. Grid coordinates and how to find and place objects on a
simple grid.

Week 5 - Patterns and ordinal number sorting exercises.

Conversation / Grammar
This is a chance for the students to practice speaking. It teaches them to ask and answer
questions using full sentences to show off their speaking abilities.



February

Week 1 - Countable and non countable noun exercises.

Week 2 - Exercises that explain how to use There is/are four plural countable and non
countable nouns.

Week 3 - The verb be. How to ask and answer questions using am/are/aren’t/is/isn’t.

Week 4 - Review exercises.

March

Week 1 - Present simple: Positive and negative practice sentences e.g. They (live/lives) in
New York. | (go/goes) swimming in summer.

Week 2 - Exercises that teach about have/has or don’t/doesn’t.

Weeks 3-5 - Write about Lucy’s schedule using have/has/does/doesn’t. Adverbs e.g.
slowly, quietly, happily.

Writing - Write Now!

The writing book has many fill in the blank exercises for the students to complete. It also
provides them with the opportunity to practicing writing unique activities such as writing a
personal profile and describing their families.

February

Week 1 - Re-write the letter My Funny Family

Week 2 - Adjectives: Describe lost and found objects.
Week 3 - Sequencing adjectives.

Week 4 - Lost or found exercises.

March

Week 1 - Catch-up and Review

Week 2 - Review exercises

Week 3 - Article: New Star Jimmy Brown! - Answer question true or false.
Week 4 - Have/Has and Is/Are + adjectives.

Week 5 - Desribing people and a wanted poster for Wolfie the Wolf.

Song and Dance
We have song & dance classes in the mornings to create a group bond & promote
confidence.

February
Weeks 1-4 - The Planets of Our Solar System

March
Weeks 1-4 - Dancing Queen
Week 5 - Somewhere Out There

Thematic Activities

Thematic studies are a series of lessons that focus on a specific topic, for example
countries, festivals, and special events. Thematic studies are once per week and last for
one month on the same subject.

Library



Once a week the class will visit the library to read English reading books. This a popular
lesson with the kids because they love to listen to the teacher read them a good story.
The class will sit and listen to the teacher and enjoy looking at the pictures in the book as
the story is read to them.

They also have the opportunity to borrow a book for the week to take home and read by
themselves or with mommy & daddy.

That concludes the Koala Class monthly newsletter for February and March.
As always, if you have any comments, concerns, or you just want to chat with me, feel free
to write me a message in the English weekly communication books.

| look forward to seeing you all again soon.

Teacher Rich
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Week 5 - Patterns and ordinal number sorting exercises.
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