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Hello Parents,

This month we will be preparing for the school play so some classes will be used to
practice the play. The class should have lots of fun rehearsing for the play, they enjoyed it
last time and hopefully they will get to perform it this time. The class have been making
good progress and | think they are learning a lot. They are doing especially well with
reading and phonics.

Core Material

This month we go back to the smaller book. The unit is about pets, it only has one story:
“A Pig For CIliff”. The key words this month are “be”,”come”,”good” and “pull”. The phonics
is “l blends” like fl, and cl. We have looked at this a bit, but the more review the kids get

the better. For this unit the class can also discuss which animals make good pets and why.

These are the most useful books for helping to kids learn to read, so try to practice them
with their child if you have some time.

Week 1: | Live Here

Week 2: Our Pets — A Pig For Cliff

Week 3: Our Pets — A Pig For Cliff

Week 4: Review

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

This month we are spending a lot of time on rehearsal. At the end of the month we will
look at possessives — my, yours, hers, etc... This should not be too hard for the class as
they already have an idea of this. The class are also doing a good job of writing in this
book even though the spaces are quite small. We will use the review week for some
speaking practice so the kids can get a better idea is how to use contractions like “I'm”. |
am trying to add some speaking time for the class so they can practice the sentence
patterns and grammatical concept without having to worry about writing at the same time.
Week 1: Possessives — my, his, her, our, their

Week 2: This. that, these, those

Week 3: This. that, these, those + is/isn’t

Week 4: Is this a... ?

Phonics

The class are steadily improving in this area but we will continue to practice the alphabet
everyday.

This month we are focusing on short o words. The class find short vowels pretty easy
except for mixing up O and U — e.g. clock/cluck, which is partially due to mispronouncing
these words. The work includes spelling words from pictures in the book and also asks
students to think of their own words and pictures they can add at the end of exercise. In
addition to the phonics book we also practice phonics using the core material book and
when the story books have a common set of words. (the shadows book has a lot ch words
so we practiced this for about 10 minutes each day.)

Week 1: Short O

Week 2: Short O

Week 3: Short O

Week 4: Review

Handwriting Practice and Spelling



The fine motor skills books are now complete so we are using the Read Wonders
handwriting books and | am giving the class handwriting worksheets. The class are
making good progress in terms of spelling and writing. They have learned a lot of
consonant blends like tr, sh, st and are starting to spell 4 letter words.

Story Books

The class have done well with the story books so far, both the simple one and the longer,
more complicated stories. If you have time, try to read with them as it will encourage them
to read by themselves. In class | focus on pronunciation of the sentences and also on
some key words that they can learn to recognise like “can” and “go”. | also try to have the
kids touch each words as we read so that can learn to recognize some of the words.

We also do some simple Q&A with the stories, the class are quite enthusiastic about trying
to answer questions and they are have lots to say about the stories. This semester’s
books are a bit more complicated, but still quite similar to last semester. There is a wider
variety of vocabulary and the sentence patterns are more varied, so it can be harder for
the kids to remember all of the sentences.

Week 1: Shadows

Week 2: Please Sit Still

Week 3: Is Anybody Home?

Week 4: Reading Contest Preparation

Math

We start a new set of MPM books this semester. The first 3 weeks of this month will be
spent on practising for the school play. After that, we will start on book 4 of MPM. The
topics are ordinal numbers — who is first, second, etc and functions. Functions tasks are
usually matching colors to shapes or numbers. Week 1 is paths, which means picking the
correct path for one of the MPM animals to reach their home or school. After that we will
look at spatial description. This is good for the kids, we can do lots of practices with
prepositions of place — the ball is under the table, the the green square is above the red
triangle etc. After that we have some counting pages, the class are generally good with
the lower numbers and dont seem to find counting very hard.

Week 1: Paths

Week 2: Sticker book + spatial description (above/below, inside/outside)

Week 3: Counting

Week 4: Prepare for Reading Contest

Thematic Activity
December's thematic will be Christmas

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Week 1: Obstacle course

Week 2: Foot race

Week 3: Jumping race

Week 4: Car race

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

Week 1: Friends

Week 2: Yellow Submarine

Week 3: Yellow Submarine

Week 4: Yellow Submarine



See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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Teacher Kevin



