Whale Class Newsletter
October 2022

Hello Parents,

This month we have Halloween and possibly a field trip. The Halloween activities are
always lots of fun for the kids, there will be games in the playground and trick or treating.
Other than that, we are continuing on as normal with the schedule. The class are making
good progress in all areas | think. If you have any specific questions, please feel free to
ask me in the report book.

Core Material

This month we are looking at the second chapter of the workshop book. The phonics is
short i words — six, kids, him, dip, etc. The key vocabulary words are up, down, out and
very. The chapter starts with “Outside my Window” and the kids can talk about what they
can see from their home. The story is called “Six Kids” and focuses on short i words and
the vocabulary the class have learned so far. Before reading the story we do a short
review of the phonics for the story. Every morning we practice the high-frequency words.
There is also a review of previous units.

These are the most useful books for helping to kids learn to read, so try to practice them
with their child if you have some time.

Week 1: Discussion + sentence making with vocabulary.

Week 2: Review previous units + read Six Kids

Week 3: Read + Discuss Six Kids

Week 4: Read + Discuss Six Kids (Practice short i words)

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

This moths topics are contractions — isn’t, aren’t, it’s, they’re, and the following pages
combine this with adjectives. The class did many of these words last year, so they should
remember some of them. This is also a good topic for sentence making and speaking
practice. We have been spending a lot of time on plurals and is/are and I think the class
are making good progress despite the complexity of the material.

Week 1: Contractions

Week 2: Review

Week 3: Is/are + adjectives

Week 4: is not/are not + adjectives

Phonics
The class are steadily improving in this area but we will continue to practice the alphabet
everyday. This month starts with some reading and writing plus a review of the letters



below — as middle consonants and final consonants. The class are doing well with this
sort of thing, they find it much harder to tell apart vowel sounds e.g. a vs e. We spend
more time on this in class. As well as completing the book, | try to make sure the class
have time to practice on the whiteboard as well.

Week 1: Writing words + Reading Comprehension — by, let, ride,stop, funny...

Week 2: Review of m,l,f,b,d,z,n,t

Week 3: Writing 3 letter short a words

Week 4: Writing 3 letter short a words

Fine Motor Skills

We have completed the 2 books the class started with and are now using the number skills
book. The book lets the kid's practice number writing and counting. It's fairly simple and its
gives the kids a nice break from more complex work.

Story Books

The class have done well with the story books so far, both the simple one and the longer,
more complicated stories. If you have time, try to read with them as it will encourage them
to read by themselves. In class | focus on pronunciation of the sentences and also on
some key words that they can learn to recognise like “can” and “go”. | also try to have the
kids touch each words as we read so that can learn to recognize some of the words.

We also do some simple Q&A with the stories, the class are quite enthusiastic about trying
to answer questions and they are have lots to say about the stories. This semesters
books are a bit more complicated, but still quite similar to last semester. There is a wider
variety of vocabulary and the sentence patterns are more varied, so it can be harder for
the kids to remember all of the sentences.

Week 1: Rain! Rain!

Week 2: My Costume

Week 3: | Love Trees

Week 4: Out the Door

Math

We start a new set of MPM books this semester. This month we are starting with counting
exercises then moving onto “combining properties”. This means tasks like “The dog is
holding a blue, triangule balloon” so the students need to look at a chart and tick triangle
and blue next to the dog. Finally we have spatial description — on top, next to, etc. This is
a good topic which gives the class lots of opportunity for speaking practice. The final week
of this month is repalced by practice for the school play.

Week 1: Counting

Week 2: Combining properties — matching shapes to colors, etc

Week 3: Spatial Description

Week 4: Rehersal for school play

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Week 1: Obstacle course

Week 2: Foot race

Week 3: Jumping race



Week 4: Car race

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

Week 1: Hokey Pokey

Week 2: Itsy Bitsy Spider

Week 3: Itsy Bitsy Spider

Week 4: My Umbrella

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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HATFRA !

Teacher Kevin



