Hippo Class Newsletter
November 2021

Dear parents,

We are looking forward to a new month with new goals and exciting things to come. During
the month of November, we’ll focus on improving our reading with the new methods we’ve
been implementing and have given us results. We have some catching up to do in other
areas such as math and phonics, not that we’re doing poorly, but we have to move on a bit
faster. This month we will start working lots more on our drama play coming up, we have an
exciting group of characters that kids seem enthusiastic about. Keep reading to find out what
we have in store to learn this month.

Thank you,
Teacher Alan.

Reading

In our class, we put a lot of emphasis on our reading skills. We believe it's an important skill to
develop early in order to develop other fundamental skills. This month we are reading two
books and using this time to also practice for the drama play; so for the first three weeks of
the month we’ll mostly be preparing for the drama play, but we will also read two interesting
books with similar levels of difficulty.

Week 1: Prepare for drama

Week 2: Prepare for drama

Week 3: Prepare for drama

Week 4: “Is It a Baby Animal?”

Week 5: “So Many Houses”

Core Material

In this part of the class, we start with a topic, which we expand with new vocabulary and
knowledge that kids enjoy. We start by finding out what they already know about the topic,
followed by learning new vocabulary and conclude with a reading activity that does a great job
at teaching kids more about the topic. This month we will return to our previous book, which



we were unable to finish last school year. We will complete unit 10 which we have been
working fantastically on and kids are able to relate to the topics and stories in it.

Week 1: Unit 10: Save the Planet

Week 2: Unit 10: Save the Planet (continued)

Week 3: Catch up and review

Week 4: Unit 10: Who Can Help

Week 5: Unit 10: Who can Help (continued)

Math

I’m encouraged to teach math with our material, MPM books, and boxes. These are great
tools for kids to explore math as an interactive subject. This month, we are continuing to
advance on our MPM books. We are covering topics such as comparing sizes, distance and
height. Other times we’ll use it to practice for the drama play.

Week 1: Drama Play

Week 2: Drama Play

Week 3: Drama Play

Week 4: Teacher’'s Guide pgs. 23-24, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 11-12, workbook C3 pgs. 15-
18

Week 5: Teacher's Guide pgs. 25-26, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 13-14, workbook C4 pgs. 1-5

Grammar

Our grammar section of the class is crucial to building proper sentences and vocabulary from
an early stage. It, not only, teaches them to think and speak in a correct manner; but it also
covers writing properly and with proper rules. This month, we will start with yes or no
questions and statements with the verb (to) be. This is a transition from last month’s
contractions of these verbs.

Week 1: pages 30-31 + WB page 15

Week 2: pages 32-33 + WB page 16

Week 3: Prepare for drama

Week 4: pages 34-35 +WB page 17

Week 5: Pages 36-37 + WB page 18

Phonics

We are currently working on writing and pronouncing letters. This month we will focus on
writing neatly and working on our hand-eye coordination. Hand-eye coordination is an
underestimated aspect of a child’s growth and development, and it is something that will show
results down the road. During this month, focusing on double consonants, short vowel sounds
‘a’ ‘e’ i and ‘o’ Week 1: pg. 63-65 + 67

Week 2: pg. 70-73

Week 3: pg 74-77

Week 4: pg 78, 81-83

Week 5: pg 85-86, 88-89

Handwriting

Our handwriting part of the class is quite new to kids, but we are working on the repetition
aspect of it to improve it. We will continue to use tracing and repetition techniques, in order to
build muscle memory when writing these letters. This month we will start focusing on spacing,
punctuation, line structure and other aspects of proper writing practices. It might be a bit
challenging for kids this age, but it will lay a strong foundation for what’s to come for them.



Physical Education

Physical education provides kids with the opportunity to discharge their excess energy,
improve motor skills and build social skills. Kids enjoy this time as it clears the mind from the
classroom activities we do the rest of the day, as well as allowing them to focus better on
other activities we do in the classroom later on. This month, we are resuming our original
activities as much as restrictions allow.

Thematic Activity

Each month a different foreign teacher is assigned to plan and arrange activities of a chosen
theme. This can be different things, from small art projects, short field trips near the school, or
a demonstration in the classroom! Due to the pandemic, we have been working online and
have just now resumed normal classes. Due to this situation, we will use this time to review or
catch up on different courses for this month. We will resume thematic activities next month.

Song and Dance

Singing and dancing are great ways to settle down in the morning with a cheerful activity; not
only that, but it also serves as a fantastic way to develop other skills. These other skills
include memory, pronunciation, and many more. During the month of November we will be
learning “My Umbrella,” “Old Joe Clark, and “We’ve Got the Whole World in our Hands.”

Library/Storybook

A few times a week, the students choose a book from a selection hand-picked by me. These
books are read in a relaxed and stress-free environment where we all enjoy listening to the
teacher or others read out loud to others, this method encourages students to be more
curious about these books and to develop a passion for reading.

| hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter, and feel encouraged by this month’s plans. |
am also looking forward to updating you with your respective children's progress.

| hope you found this newsletter informative,
Teacher Alan.
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Week 1: Prepare for drama

Week 2: Prepare for drama

Week 3: Prepare for drama

Week 4: Is It a Baby Animal?

Week 5: So Many Houses
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Week 1: Unit 10: Save the Planet

Week 2: Unit 10: Save the Planet (continued)



Week 3: Catch up and review
Week 4: Unit 10: Who Can Help
Week 5: Unit 10: Who can Help (continued)
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Week 1: Drama Play

Week 2: Drama Play

Week 3: Drama Play

Week 4: A Trip of Discovery pgs. 11-12, workbook C3 pgs. 15-18

Week 5: A Trip of Discovery pgs. 13-14, workbook C4 pgs. 1-5
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Week 1: pages 30-31 + WB page 15

Week 2: pages 32-33 + WB page 16

Week 3: Prepare for drama

Week 4: pages 34-35 +WB page 17

Week 5: Pages 36-37 + WB page 18
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Week 1: pg. 63-65 + 67

Week 2: pg. 70-73

Week 3: pg 74-77

Week 4: pg 78, 81-83

Week 5: pg 85-86, 88-89
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Teacher Alan.



