Unicorn Class Newsletter
October 2021

Dear parents,

Unicorn class just keeps doing better and better. The children have settled into our
routine and are really starting to blossom. They are making friends and seem to enjoy
school and all that we are learning. We are starting to learn sight words or those
common words that children come to recognize as they start to learn how to decode
language. | am thrilled with how well the students are responding and most of the
students can now answer at least some basic questions in English and they are
beginning to be able to ask questions as well. In this month of October, we are going to
be able to begin practicing the drama we have for class. The children are excited to be
able to perform the songs they have been learning. Unicorn class really enjoys music. It
is both a challenge for the students and a reward. Every student has their favorite songs
and look forward to each one. We are also learning a Halloween song and some
Halloween vocabulary. Within the curriculum we are on track with where we should be
at this point. Lessons are going well and the children are improving their abilities to
focus. Overall the class continues to improve and they speak less and less Chinese in
class.

Reading

The students really shine in this class. We have all of the vocabulary from each book
illustrated in large form on the white board and the children are very enthusiastic
learners. Each eagerly awaits their turn to read and contribute. We also use some
games to keep the class interesting and entertaining. The children really enjoy coming
up to the white board to show what they have learned and are doing well. From this
vocabulary we have begun to make some simple sentences.

-Week 10: | like shapes.

-Week 11: What am 1?

-Week 12: | can, we can.

-Week 13: Hats.



Phonics

We have moved into our big phonics book now that it has arrived and the students are
working hard to use their hands to beginning to learn how to form the shapes for letters.
At this age this is a challenge but we are doing well with it and | am happy with how this
is progressing. It will take a few months before the hands develop well enough to good
penmanship but these beginning steps are important to help with the journey. We are
continuing to spend some of our free time going over the alphabet to make the sounds
and letters something the students know very well.

-Week 10: P31-32

-Week 11: P33-35

-Week 12: P36-39

-Week 13: P40-42

Conversation

We are moving deeper into the Up and Away book. The book is helping the children
with the sight word vocabulary that we are teaching now. Being able to say “l am a boy”,
or “That is my book”, is what we hope to have by the end of October, along with a few
other simple sentences.

-Week 10: Unit 6

-Week 11: Unit 7

-Week 12: Unit 8

-Week 13: Unit 9

Core Material

We continue into our core material books in class. These simple stories are great for
helping the students learn to better communicate in English. We can talk about the
things we like to do. Again, in this class we have all of the key words illustrated on the
board and the children interact with that. We also use this to talk about the subject and
work towards getting the children to think beyond the book and into their own
experience to talk about how they feel. The children are excited for the new books and
so are we. This month we will be covering the Start Smart book.

-Week 10: Unit 1

-Week 11: Unit 1

-Week 12: Unit 1

-Week 13: Unit 1

MPM (Math)

The students are very excited for MPM time. We are continuing to work with numbers
and shapes but we’re now also learning pattern recognition. The opportunity to use the
books and the accompanying shapes and tools is a lot of fun for the students.

-Week 10: A3: P01-05

-Week 11: A3: P06-10

-Week 12: A3: P11-14

-Week 13: Drama Practice



Gross Motor Skills

We have a few favorite sets of exercises that the students really enjoy. A particular
favorite is dinosaur exercises where we move like different dinosaurs as we learn about
them. We’'re asked for this on a lot. We also teach balance and stretching in class.
-Week 6: Zumba for kids

-Week 7: Zumba for kids

-Week 8: Drama Practice

-Week 9: Drama Practice

Songs and Movement

The children really do enjoy starting each morning with music. Tears from saying
goodbye to mom or dad suddenly disappear, and our young students hurry over to be a
part of this class. All of the songs we teach have big, fun movements to them and we
get a chance to work off a little energy before we start the rest of our day.

-Week 10: 5 little monkeys

-Week 11: Polly and Paul play the piano

-Week 12: Polly and Paul play the piano

-Week 13: Wheels on the bus
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