
 

 

 

Whale Class Newsletter 

December 2020 

Hello Parents, 

It's December, so the special event will be the Christmas celebration around the end of the month.  It's always 

a fun event for the kids ans Santa will be there to give out presents.  There will also be Christmas craft 

activities for our thematic classes. 

 

Core Material 

This month we will read the anthology book.  There is a story and also a  non-fiction story called “Kids can 

Help”, which is about recycling. In the fourth week we will change back to the workshop book. The chapter is 

called “Lets Help” and contains a story about a rabbit who helps others.  For phonics we will cover “th”, “sh” 

and “-ng”.  The key words are “all”, “call”, “day”, “her” and “want”.  

Week 1:  Anthology  - Nell's Books                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Week 2: Anthology  - Kids Can Help 

Week 3: Anthology  - Reading and free talk 

Week 4: Workshop  - Phonics and vocabulary 

Week 5: Workshop  - Reading and Q&A 

 

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book) 

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar.  So we will do the tasks in the workbook and also use it 

for vocabulary and sentence patterns.  The first week's work happens to be the same subject as the Write Now 

book, which is useful as we can spend more time on some useful sentence patterns and vocabulary. After that 

we move onto grammar and a review of previous lessons. 

Week 1: Daily Routine and verbs 

Week 2: Apostrophes  

Week 3: Review 



Week 4: Animals + they like... 

Week 5: do/does,doesn’t/ don’t  

 

Phonics 

Phonics is very similar to last semester's work.  We are using the same series of books, so the kids are familiar 

with the exercises we will be doing.   The month we will cover a range of different concepts. We have already 

spent a lot of time on consonant blends, so the class are familiar with this.  We have not discussed hard and 

soft sounds like “giraffe” and “good”, so this will be new for the class. 

Week 1: Picture recognition and spelling 

Week 2: hard C,G and soft C,G 

Week 3: l,r,s blends 

Week 4: Final blends – nt,nk,ld, etc...  

Week 5: Review/spelling    

 

Writing 

We have a new book called “Write Now” for the K5 classes. The class are now making good progress with this 

book and need less assistance to complete the work.  

Week 1: My Friend Likes... (toys and food)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Week 2: Subject – Verb agreement + Review  

Week 3: My Day – routine + times of day 

Week 4: My Day – verbs + times of day 

Week 5: review – sentence writing 

 

Story Books   

Some of this semester's books are quite complex.  For this reason we do a lot of Q&A and also practice spelling 

some of the words from the stories. (there are 2 books called “Lost and Found” this month.) 

Week 1: Pirate Pickle                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Week 2: The Frog in the Pond     

Week 3: Lost and Found   

Week 4: Way to go! 

Week 5: Lost and Found (Elizabeth) 

 

Math 

This month we will be completing book 4 of MPM. The topics are all things we've already done. We will start 

with counting and addition, then move onto “more than, less than” and finish with co-ordinates. The class 

have done well with this last topic even though it is very difficult to grasp. 

Week 1: Sticker book + addition 



Week 2: Addition  

Week 3: Counting and comparatives (more than) 

Week 4: Co-ordinates  

Week 5: Book 5 

 

Physical Education   

 I plan and implement activities for the classes each week.  The students have a good mix of different games to 

play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE I like to give the students obstacle courses 

and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand. 

Week 1: Grab the baton 

Week 2: Obstacle Course  

Week 3: Tricycle Race 

Week 4: Obstacle Course 

Week 5: Relay Race 

 

Thematic Activity     

December's thematic will be about Christmas and will include a paper plate Christmas tree.   

     

Song and Dance  

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have some fun 

before we start our first class.  I also like to have them practice between classes or at the end of the day 

sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for 

extended periods of time.   

Week 1: Must be Santa 

Week 2: Must be Santa 

Week 3: Lion Sleeps Tonight 

Week 4: Lion Sleeps Tonight 

Week 5: Lion Sleeps Tonight 

    

See you next time! 

Teacher Kevin 
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