Whale Class Newsletter
November 2020

Hello Parents,
This month we will be preparing for the school play so many of the normal classes such as MPM wiill
be used for practice. The kids will have more individual lines this semester, so this will be a little more

difficult than last semester's play.

Core Material

This months reading workshop chapter is “Community in Nature”. The chapter is about animals. The
vocabulary is “eat”, “no”, “of”, “under” and “who”. Fairly simple words that the class are already
familiar with. The phonics covers ending blends like “nk”, “nd”, “sk”, “st”, etc. This is an important
area for the class to review and learn. The story is called “The Best Spot”. At the end of the month
we will switch to the anthology book. The story is non-fiction and is called “at a pond.” This is also
about animals.

Week 1: Phonics and key words

Week 2: Reading and Q&A

Week 3: Reading and Q&A + freetalk

Week 4: Anthology — “At a pond”

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book)

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar. So we will do the tasks in the workbook and
also use it for vocabulary and sentence patterns. The first month is fairly easy and reviews concepts
from the last book, so the class will be able to review what they have learned before we move onto
new things.

Week 1: Have/has + belongings review



Week 2: Drama Play rehearsal
Week 3: Drama Play rehearsal
Week 4: He/she has/doesn't have

Phonics

Phonics is very similar to last semester's work. We are using the same series of books, so the kids are
familiar with the exercises we will be doing. The first month seems to be a warm up, with lots of
practice of short vowels. This will be a good opportunity for the class to review and catch up if
needed. | expect we will have lots of extra time so we will also use some of this time for spelling.
Week 1: Spelling review (long vowels)

Week 2: Sentence making with verbs

Week 3: Review and sentence writing

Week 4: Review week

Writing

The class are doing better with the writing book now, they are getting quicker and neater. | try to let
the class complete the pages with their own ideas, so it does take a while to complete the paragraph
writing.

Week 1: like/don't like + toys

Week 2: Drama Play rehearsal

Week 3: Drama Play rehearsal

Week 4: review — like, likes/does/doesn't

Story Books

While some of this semester's books are quite complex, others are actually easy than last year's
books. For this reason, we do a lot of Q&A and also practice spelling some of the words from the
stories.

Week 1: Drama Play rehearsal

Week 2: Drama Play rehearsal

Week 3: Drama Play rehearsal

Week 4: Sports Day

Math

This month we start with some fairly easy concepts. In week 1 we will be counting forwards and
backwards and writing numbers. Then identifying missing numbers. We then move onto more
than/less than and will do the sticker book in the final week.

Week 1: Drama Play rehearsal



Week 2: Drama Play rehearsal
Week 3: Drama Play rehearsal
Week 4: Subtraction

Physical Education

I plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different
games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Grab the baton

Week 2: Obstacle Course

Week 3: Tricycle Race

Week 4: Obstacle Course

Thematic Activity

November's thematic will be about Thanksgiving.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have
some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the
end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1: YMCA

Week 2: YMCA

Week 3: You Are My Sunshine

Week 4: You Are My Sunshine

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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