Dinosaur Class Monthly Newsletter
October 2020

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

The kids in dinosaur class are a great mixture of enthusiasm, energy, focus and a large amount of
other positive characteristics. There is also a little bit of distraction and rule testing that tends to
put a spanner in the works. While we have ironed out a lot of the behaviour creases to a
somewhat smoother feel, there is still plenty of time wasted on the smaller but consistently
misbehaved moments. | hope to see the class run even more smoothly while balancing fun and
obedience all the while. If students obey more seamlessly then we can accomplish more in a
shorter time, but while we still need to chase kids with repeated instructions then we waste time
calling individuals to react to orders and pushing others to finish. As | mentioned in the weekly
comments before, parents can help greatly by allowing their children to do more chores at home,
if they are given tasks and allowed to complete them (which allows for a lot of patience testing |
know) then they will learn to focus on a task and get ready for the next thing.

Reading

The reading class is still heavily focused on point and say as a group, but we have also moved the
focus from the book onto the board, for some lessons, to have students stand one at a time and
point at words on the board as the rest of the class read them aloud.

This has brought a little entertainment into the read and also keeps the stronger readers engaged
in the lesson.

Please continue to pick up books already read and taken home, word recognition will progress
with consistency and practice, for those struggling but keeping at it will hit lightbulb moments for
the older books and they will pick them up and read them easily and quickly, eventually. Also this
keeps them fresh in the memory for the reading contest when the day comes.

This month we will be picking up these books:
Week 1: | Love Trees

Week 2: My Costume

Week 3: The Dog Show

Week 4: Rain! Rain!



Core Material
| have not put much emphasis on the McGraw-Hill book this month and have instead decided to
use this class to improve on writing. The material in Anthology is very similar to Workbook which
we have been through together and covers the same themed short ‘a’ sound. | have also read over
and talked about the story with the kids briefly and feel although they could practice more with it,
there is not as great an importance as with phonics and writing, for now.
In October we will use Workbook again, but | will divide attention the same until writing shows
natural progression and kids follow the stroke rules independently.
Week 1 - 4: Workbook (Reading/ discussion)

- Short

- Story: “Six Kids”

Phonics

We continue to cover a lot of ground in phonics, and | have begun stronger emphasis on this
subject to help improve pronunciation and also reading strategy. The book provides a good guide
to hearing sounds and matching pictures, and is also helping improve vocabulary. Short vowel
sounds have and will be themed for a few months, before moving onto long vowel sounds, blends
and digraphs. So the use of cvc words and longer repetition exercises have become more routine
and we practice daily, | want the kids to master short vowels before moving on, this is a
cornerstone to learning phonetic strategy and if they can not get this right now, then they will
struggle with later material.

This coming month we will look into

Week 1: Double consonants (‘ff’, ‘ss’, ‘tt’ and others)

Week 2: Letter sound in middle of longer words

Week 3: Short ‘a’ continued

Week 4: Revision

Workbook Jump

The exercises in the Jump book have been fairly easy for the kids to catch onto, as they are much
the same as what they’ve done before, with matching lines and picking out the correct answers by
circling or coloring in. The material covered seems simple at first but for the kids to really
understand and move forward with a solid foundation of the concepts, they will need a lot of
repetition and practice with a wide variety of uses. Most of what is taught can be used daily
though for the likes of ‘it is...” or ‘isn’t’ or plural and numbers and ‘a’ vs ‘an’. So for the next month
we will do much of the same and expand on singular vs plural with new vocabulary (for spelling
purposes, as they should already be familiar with pencil and eraser and so on).

Week 1: School supplies vocabulary and singular vs. plural

Week 2: ‘They are...” and ‘They aren’t...” and the questions associated with them

Week 3: ‘What are they?’ and ‘What is it?’

Week 4: Spelling and review

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The boxset hasn’t had much daylight this month with the types of activities only requiring colour
association to shapes and properties already provided in the book and with exercises done on the
board. Some of the kids are excited to start the MPM class and are often disappointed when the
boxes don’t follow. This next month however we will begin to open the box more often and see
how the students fair with focus on the lesson and not be too inclined to play with the parts in the
box.

This month we will look at the following topics:



Week 1: Basic number counting under 10 by shapes and color
Week 2: Basic concept of separation and combination of shapes
Week 3: Spatial concept ‘inside, outside, left and right’

Week 4: Review and catch up

Conclusion

This concludes the Dinosaur Class Newsletter for October. It feels like a lot of progress is being
made with all the students, both with behaviour and academics. They have all adapted nicely to
the new environment and new teachers, it is safe to say the kids don’t feel like we are new
teachers anymore and they are more accustomed to how we approach daily routine and rules.
Thank you to all the parents for your continued support in helping the children become better
students and better people. They are wonderful to work with and a pleasure to teach.

As always, | am open to concerns and suggestions, please feel free to ask anything anytime and |
will try my best to accommodate any requests.

Thank you,

Teacher Justin
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