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Dear parents, 

We’re reaching the end of the semester. Time has really passed by so quickly and everyone has really 

improved a lot in this short amount of time. I’m very impressed with how much their speaking and 

understanding of English has improved. Many of the students are able to talk to me about new things, 

and have a more developed conversation. Many of the students try to translate for me, if another 

student speaks Chinese, and they really try their best to speak English all the time. 

Unfortunately I will be leaving Marshall school after December 22nd. The new teacher taking over for 

me will be Teacher Sam. Some of you may know him from when he taught Monkey class. And some of 

you have older children that he was taught by.  

I will leave him notes on each of your students so that he can teach them to the best of his ability. 

I will miss every one of your children. It was a huge honour and privilege to be able to teach and get 

to know every single one of your children. I hope that Teacher Sam will be able to teach your children 

well, and that the students like him. 

Best wishes, 

 

Teacher Sandra 

 

Reading   

Reading is going very well for everyone. They’re all starting to improve, and are starting to identify 

letters within words. Because I taught them not only the letters but the sounds each letter makes, 

they are able to identify some words by sounding out the letters. They are improving a lot, and I hope 

they improve even more throughout the month of January. The books will start to become more 

difficult, but the children really seem to be enjoying the more interesting and difficult books.  



January 2nd – January 4th: Review  

January 7th – January 11th: The Haircut 

January 14th – January 18st: Preparation for Reading Contest 

January 21st – January 25th: Boots 

January 28th – January 31st: Catch up & Review 

 

Core Material 

This class we’ve been staying on track with as best as possible. Along with our Core Material classes 

we’ve been practice our spelling and reading. We’re learning a lot of vocabulary and practicing a lot of 

our transition words, so that the kids can better form proper sentences. I’ve been practicing with flash 

cards a lot for our Core Material, and it’s been really helpful, and they’re enjoying the little games we 

play along with the flash cards.  

January 2nd – January 4th: Review  

January 7th – January 11th: Unit 4 – Time for Work 

January 14th – January 18st: Unit 4 – Tom on Top 

January 21st – January 25th: Unit 4 – Tom on Top 

January 28th – January 31st: Catch up & Review 

 

Math      

We are using the MPM books during class. The books and boxes for the MPM class are going very well 

for the students. I’ve been giving the children more freedom with their books and boxes. Giving them 

opportunities to make mistakes, just to make sure that they understand everything. And it’s going 

really well for them. They’re understanding my instructions, and really doing well with Math. 

January 2nd – January 4th: A5:P06~10 - Paths 

January 7th – January 11th: A5:P11~14 – Reciting Numbers 

January 14th – January 18st: A5:P15~18 – Spatial Description 

January 21st – January 25th: Catch up & Review 

January 28th – January 31st: Catch up & Review 

 

Phonics 

We’ve really dived into the phonics book last month, and we’ll try to get more into it this month too. 

I’m still not doing the phonics book in order. Because I want to get them all used to holding a pencil 

properly, and writing letters out. Once we’ve gone through the alphabet, I’m going to try and take a 

break from the phonics book and get them to practice the letters more. I really want their basics and 

foundation to be strong, before we start more confusing and difficult things. But they’ve already 

started to be able to do the activities and writing the letters out on their own, without my guidance. 



We’re still going over writing letters out and practicing holding the pencil correctly. But everyone is 

doing really well. We’ve almost finished all the letters. For the month of January I hope to really get 

on track with the phonics books, and hope that they can really start to doing the pages on their own. 

 

Physical Education (P.E.) 

PE is a really good way to get the kids moving, and to use up a lot of that pent up energy they have. 

They always love going outside for PE. We don’t have a particular set for PE, as the kids are still 

learning many of the games we’re teaching them. I try to teach them some new games to get them 

moving, but still try to keep it simple. They’re really enjoying learning new games, and playing with 

each other. They love to run around and play tag especially. 

 

Conversation 

We’re going to dive back into the Conversation book, and try and get them to start practicing 

sentences and really understand the meaning behind a lot of the sentences. But they are slowly 

understanding and catching on quickly. I’m trying to just get them used to using sentences. Even 

outside of class, when they are speaking I will say a sentence properly for them, to get them used to 

hearing transition words used properly. 

January 2nd – January 4th: Review  

January 7th – January 11th: Unit 15 – Plural Nouns 

January 14th – January 18st: Unit 16 – It is/They are 

January 21st – January 25th: Unit 17 – You are/ We are 

January 28th – January 31st: Review 

 

Song and Dance  

This is a great opportunity for myself and the students to bond and enjoy some songs together. The 

kids love learning the dances and dancing and singing along to all the songs. When they start to get 

familiar with a song, they really enjoy it and get excited to do it. They love to move around in the 

morning, and with each song they get more excited and really love learning the words and singing 

along. For December we did a lot of Christmas songs to get them excited for Christmas, and into the 

Christmas spirit. They really enjoy singing along loudly to all the songs, and it’s always great to see 

them excited in the mornings. 

January 2nd – January 4th: High Five  

January 7th – January 11th: High Five 

January 14th – January 18st: Listen and Move 

January 21st – January 25th: Listen and Move 

January 28th – January 31st: Listen and Move 
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Teacher Sam   

 

Best wishes, 

 

Teacher Sandra 
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