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Hello Dinosaur class parents! Firstly, it was wonderful to have such a full turn-out for our first parent-
teacher conference! Your dedication and enthusiasm to your child’s education was wonderful to
behold. Please do remember what | suggested for you to do to best help your child develop, not only
as a better student, but as a better person going into their first year of primary school next year!

Reading

We have been reading a new book every week and the kids have been bringing them home. Please do
take the time to go over the books with your child as often as possible. Get them to read the story to
you and ask them questions to see if they understand it. In October, our reading list is as follows:
October 1°-5™: Rain! Rain!

October 8™-13": Review

October 15™-19": My Costume

October 22"-26™: The Dog Show

October 29™-November 2": So Many Houses

Phonics

Phonics is the ability to break a word down, to see how the letters form the sounds of the words. This
month | have focused a lot on using this skill to guess at how we could say new words, and we have
had some break throughs in the class with words like ‘calculator’ (cal-cu-la-tor) or ‘mirror’ (mi-rr-or).
This is something that | heartily encourage all of you to go over with your child while at home. Find a
word you don’t know, and see if you can figure it out together before checking the correct answer.
October 1°%-5™: pg. 53-55 Long o

October 8™"-13": review

October 15™-19": pg. 56-58 Long u

October 22™-26™: ph. 59-62 Long e

October 29"-November 2"*: pg. 64-65 High frequency words

Core Material



Core Materials is designed to incorporate a little bit of all the English skills we focus on in the other
classes, as well as encouraging the children to think about their surrounding environment. This month
we thought about topics such as ‘what can | see outside my window?’ As well as ‘what type of animal
would make a good pet?’ If you wish to try out some of these at home, create an open space where
your child can list off as many ideas as possible before you refine them. For example: if you wish to
ask them ‘What would make a good pet?’ You can start off with them listing as many animals as they
can think of, before you work together to think if a bear, or a lion would make a good pet.

October 1°-5™: Unit 1 Week 4 Let’s be friends

October 8™-13": Review

October 15™-19": Unit 1 Week 4 Kick! Hop!

October 22"-26™: Unit 1 Week 4 Review

October 29™-November 2™ Unit 1 Week 5 Let’s Move

Writing

The students writing skills are heavily varied, with some kids being able to write in full sentences, and
others struggling to fully write single words. Something that | have noticed is that make of the
students have a poor grasp of the correct formation of the letters, so that is an area | would like to
focus back on before proceeding heavily. Please go through the spelling lists and homework sheets |
set. | do not mind if the student gets lots of incorrect answers, so long as they put in the effort
themselves. With the spelling lists, please pay attention to how your child is writing each letter, as
developing incorrect writing habits now are difficult to fix later on.

October 1°%-5™: pg. 24-25 can/ cannot

October 8™M-13": Review

October 15™-19": pg. 26-27 Friends

October 22™-26": pg. 28-29 Friends

October 29"-November 2"%; pg. 30-31 Friends

Workbook

Our Jump books are some simple hand writing exercises, designed to encourage the students to think
for themselves. This is a core part of what | want to achieve for this year as many of the children just
wait to hear/see what their classmates are doing before copying them. If they get into the habit of
reading the question themselves and attempting it themselves, that would lead to the best possible
results.

October 1°-5": pg. 24-25 It drinks/ doesn’t drink

October 8™-13": Review

October 15™-19"; pg. 26-27 Present simple

October 22™-26": pg. 28-29 Review

October 29"-November 2" pg. 30-31 have/ don’t have

Math

For our Math classes, our exercise books focused on shape/pattern recognition. However, | noticed
several the kids struggling at basic addition. Due to this, | have stepped our pace down and gone back
to basic addition. Some of the students have done fantastic at this and are taking to vertical
mathematical techniques like ducks to water! Please focus on basic addition at home as some of the
students are very unsure with their answers, taking a very long time before attempting to answer.
October 1°-5": P19-20

October 8"-13": Review



October 15™-19": P21-22
October 22"-26™: P23-24
October 29"-November 2"%; Prepare for Drama Play

Songs and Movement

The last month we have been using our intro song time to also do a small refresher about a concept
or idea we covered yesterday. Unfortunately, if students arrive late it makes it very difficult to do
these consistently. When singing, the students are very confident in the songs they know, and | aim to
expand their knowledge by teaching them new songs next month in time for our class play!

October 1°*-5™: You are my sunshine

October 8M-13": Yesterday

October 15™-19": Yesterday

October 22™-26": Yesterday

October 29"-November 2"%: Riding on a Train

Thematic Activity

This month we had a focus on the Moon Festival that will occur this weekend. We made some created
a map of Taiwan, theater masks, and created some cakes which | hope you all got to enjoy! Next
month we will be focusing on Halloween! The spookiest month of the year!

October 1%-30™: Halloween

Physical Education

P.E. We did some light racing competitions, including wheelbarrow races and rolling ball races. | aim
to expand upon this some more in October and let the children experiment with different forms of
physical movement in a fun-filled environment.
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