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Hello Parents, 
 
The first month is finished and the class have settled down, there’s a lot less crying and the students are getting 
used to being in the classroom.  We will continue practicing the alphabet until the kids have memorized it.  I 
have been giving the kids tracing exercises, lines, shapes, etc in order to help them develop their motor skills.  I 
will also send copies home on Fridays.  The kids have a lot of letter tracing to do over the semester so the more 
practice they get the better. 
 
Core Material 
This month we started the Start Smart book.  This book focuses on two things.   Letter recognition and phonetic 
sounds – a apple, b bat, c cat, etc and simple verbs such as “read” and “play”.  The book focuses on the 
sentence pattern “I can”.  The first chapter is a talent show, then a family together and finally at school.  Each 
chapter adds more verbs. 
Week 1: Start Smart 
Week 2: Start Smart 
Week 3: Start Smart 
Week 4: Unit 1 
 
Phonics 
The phonics book focuses on letter tracing and picking out words that begin that pages letter.  The kids hands 
are not really strong enough to trace letters at this age, so I will be supplementing this work with lots of shape 
tracing and other exercises to build up their motor skills.  Encouraging your children to draw will help them 
develop their hand to eye co-ordination and strengthen their hands. 
 
Week 1: The letter S (Sounds and tracing) 
Week 2: The letter S (Sounds and tracing) 
Week 3: The letter T (Sounds and tracing) 
Week 4: The letter T (Sounds and tracing) 
 
Conversation 
Conversation class uses the “Up and Away” book.  Units 1 and 2 cover singular nouns and use of “a” and “an”.  
The units cover a nice range of simple words – some animals, foods and stationary.  All things the kids will be 
familiar with or use in class.  



 
Week 1: It is a ____ 
Week 2: Is it a ____? 
Week 3: What is it? 
Week 4: He is /She is… 
 
Reading 
The books for this semester are quite simple and fun and focus on simple words and pictures.  They are good 
for teaching vocabulary and as the kid’s English improves we will eventually be able to do Q&A with the books 
as well. 
 
Week 1: Big and Small 
Week 2: We are Painting 
Week 3: Who am I? 
Week 4: I Like Shapes 
 
Math 
MPM class covers number recognition and tracing, which helps the kids develop their motor skills.  The MPM 
books has lots of toys and objects for kids to hold or place correctly.   
Week 1: Shape and color matching 
Week 2: Counting and number recognition 1 to 3 
Week 3: Matching shapes to colors (correspondence) 
Week 4: Shape matching 
 
Physical Education   
I plan and implement activities for the classes each week.  The students have a good mix of different games to 
play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE I like to give the students obstacle courses and 
relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand. 
Week 1: Tricycle Race 
Week 2: Obstacle Course  
Week 3: Jumping Race 
Week 4: Obstacle Course 
 
Thematic Activity     
The English teachers get an opportunity to plan a month of thematic activities. These can consist of art projects, 
a short field trip to the park, or a class project to be done within the classroom.  September’s thematic lessons 
will be about the Moon Festival. 
Week 1: Chinese Opera Mask        
Week 2: Taiwan’s Map      
Week 3: Moon Festival    
Week 4: Chinese Culture 
 
Workbooks 
The class have two workbooks to complete this year – “I Know Letters” and “Shapes and Colors”.  This 
semester I will focus on the shapes and colors book as I think the kids will learn more from this book and find it 
easier to understand and complete. 
 
Song and Dance 
The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have some fun 
before we start our first class.  I also like to have them practice between classes or at the end of the day 



sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for 
extended periods of time.   
Week 1: Teddy Bear/Where is Thumbkin? 
Week 2: Color Song 
Week 3: Color Song 
Week 4: Five Little Monkeys 
 
See you next time! 
Teacher Kevin 
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