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Hello Parents, 
My name is Kevin and I am the teacher for Whale Class.  I have been teaching English for around 8 years to 
both children and adults first in Taipei and then in Taichung.  My main objective for the first semester is for the 
kids to learn the alphabet and the phonetic sounds of each letter.  Once that is done we can start to learn 
about sounding out words in the second semester.  For the first month I will focus on basic classroom 
commands like “stand up”, “sit down” and some simple items in the classroom like chair, table, etc.   
We spend a lot of time on reading at Marshall, it’s important that you understand that children cannot learn to 
read in 6 months, they will memorise the books. The books are still useful in terms of pronunciation and 
vocabulary building.   
 
Core Material 
The first month focuses on letter recognition, although this may take longer than a month.  The sooner the kids 
learn the alphabet the better, so we will spend a lot of time on this, and there are lots of simple games the kids 
can play using alphabet flashcards.   At the end of the month we begin the first book – Start Smart.  This book 
focuses on simple verbs.  I can read, I can play, etc…  
Week 1: Letter Recognition A-Z 
Week 2: Letter Recognition A-Z 
Week 3: Letter Recognition A-Z 
Week 4: Letter Recognition A-Z 
Week 5: Start Smart 
 
Phonics 
Phonics begins with some rather difficult concepts such as rhyming words.  I have found that kids don’t really 
understand this concept until K5, but we will try it out anyway.  The book actually gets easier after the first 
month as we focus on letter writing and starting sounds of letters.   
Week 1: Rhyming Words 
Week 2: Rhyming Words 
Week 3: Phoneme Switching 
Week 4: Letter tracing and recognition 
Week 5: Letter tracing and recognition 
 
 
 
 



Conversation 
Conversation class uses the “Up and Away” book.  Units 1 and 2 cover singular nouns and use of “a” and “an”.  
The units cover a nice range of simple words – some animals, foods and stationary.  All things the kids will be 
familiar with or use in class.  
Week 1: Unit 1 a/an + animals 
Week 2: Unit 1 a/an + animals 
Week 3: Unit 2 a/an + food 
Week 4: Unit 2 a/an + stationery 
Week 5: Review 
 
Reading 
The books for this semester are quite simple and fun and focus on simple words and pictures.  They are good 
for teaching vocabulary and as the kid’s English improves we will eventually be able to do Q&A with the books 
as well. 
Week 1: School 
Week 2: Lunch  
Week 3: We Like to Play 
Week 4: Kittens 
Week 5: I Can See  
 
Math 
MPM class covers number recognition and tracing, which helps the kids develop their motor skills.  On a 
related note, I have noticed that kids who like to draw, pick up writing much more quickly than students who 
don’t.   
Week 1: Sticker Book  
Week 2: Book 1 – Matching Exercises 
Week 3: Book 1 – Line Tracing 
Week 4: Simple counting – 1,2,3 
Week 5: Sticker Book 
 
Physical Education    
I plan and implement activities for the classes each week.  The students have a good mix of different games to 

play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE I like to give the students obstacle courses 
and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand. 
Week 1: Race 
Week 2: Obstacle Course  
Week 3: Jumping Race 
Week 4: Obstacle Course 
Week 5: 1,2,3 stop 
 
Thematic Activity     
The English teachers get an opportunity to plan a month of thematic activities. These can consist of art projects, 
a short field trip to the park, or a class project to be done within the classroom. August's thematic lessons will 
be about space. 
Week 1: All about me        
Week 2: All about me   
Week 3: Space    
Week 4: Space 
Week 5: Space 
    



Song and Dance 
The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have some fun 
before we start our first class.  I also like to have them practice between classes or at the end of the day 
sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for 
extended periods of time.   
Week 1: Walking, Walking/Good Morning 
Week 2: Walking, Walking/Good Morning 
Week 3: Head, shoulders, knees and toes 
Week 4: Head, shoulders, knees and toes 
Week 5: Teddy Bear/Where is Thumbkin? 
 
See you next time! 
Teacher Kevin 
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