Giraffe Class Parent’s Letter
2017 January

Reading
In January will be discussing about animals and humans working together. As in recent years people have

been looking to animals to learn and discover more about their everyday lives and how they are similar to
us in many ways. We'll learn hoe Gorillas can be taught to "speak" sign language and we'll read a funny
story about a group of cows who find a typewriter

Jan. 2nd - Jan 6™: How animals and humans work together

Jan. 9th - Jan 13" How humans can protect animals

Jan.16th- Jan 20": Prepare for speech contest

Jan. 23rd - Jan 27™: The cows and the typewriter

Phonics

Hello to all parents! The students have done reasonably well this semester. They have demonstrated and
adequate ability to obtain and present information based on specific criteria. In January, we will be
preparing for the speech contest. | am very confident that the children will do a great job and | hope that
you enjoy the event. | am looking forward to starting semester 2 and getting into your children’s English
development.

As always, best wishes,

Teacher John.

Week 1~3: Prepare for speech contest

Week 4: Review

Grammar

The grammar component for Giraffe class will be covered twice a week for half an hour each time. The main



piece of material will be the grammar workbook that is included with the other books. Grammar will be
taught by examples and error correction. In addition to practicing and learning grammar by writing, we will
also practice it by speaking. One method will be to listen for grammatical mistakes spoken by another
person and correcting them. Games and races will also be used to review the grammar when time allows.
WEEK 1~3 Speech Contest Preparation

WEEK 4  Review

Composition
Composition class is a great opportunity for the children to put to use what they have learnt in other classes

such as grammar and reading. In this class we are using two different angles to improve their writing skills.
On the first week of every month we are using excerpts from the Reading Wonders book to help build a
foundation in grammatical writing and get the students used to analysing short stories. In the other three
weeks of the month the children then put what they’ve learnt into practice with a lengthier piece of writing
such as a short story, a letter to someone or a recollection of their own experiences. The children will
eventually become accustomed to structuring their stories with a beginning, middle and an end, and their
best stories are chosen for them to memorise and recite in the end of term speech contest.

January 2" — January 6™ Prepare for Speech Contest

January ot January 13" Prepare for Speech Contest

January 16" — January 20" Prepare for Speech Contest

January 23"~ January 26" Review
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