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Bear Class ESL Newsletter
December 2016

Reading
Hello Everyone.

I'm writing this letter to give a small breakdown of what we’re going to be doing in our reading
comprehension for the month of December.

November 28- December 9th we will be working on the short story Families Working Together in
our Reading and Writing Workshop books.

I will be checking their understanding of the story, building vocabulary from the words in the story
and making sure that their pronunciation is correct.

| will be helping them understand common phrases that we use in English today and how we can
use them in everyday life.

December 12th- 23rd We will be completing the second short story titled Families Working
Together in our Literature Anthology books.

The second time we will be reinforcing what we have learned in the first 2 weeks and building on it.
This will complete our first unit in our Text books and signal the end of this semester.

The students pronunciation has gotten better since the beginning of the semester and their
comprehension of the story as they are reading it has improved also.

Thanks
Teacher Mathew

Phonics
Dear parents,

This month for phonics we will be learning about long and short “0” sounds and what letters
make the long “0”. Last month we learned about long “i” sounds and everyone had fun doing the
different activities on their iPads. We played some fun games that everyone loved and also helped
everyone review and practice the different words and phonics we've learned. This semester’'s
keynotes has a rough start as | am encouraging the bear class to look up more information and



use their own thoughts and words. At first it was hard for everyone but | have started making a
keynote layout for them with sentence patters and questions that they need to find the answers to.
They're starting to understand how to look up information but it is still a slow process. | hope
everyone continues to improve and learn.

December

Week 1 —Unit 1 Week 5 Short i, Long i — did, fin, pick, line, pipe, tip, mix, five, side, hike
Week 2 — Unit 1 Week 5 Short i, Long i

Week 3 — Unit 1 Week 5 Short i, Long i

Week 4 — Unit 1 Week 5 Short i, Long i

Week 5 — Review

Grammar
Dear parents,

This will be the tentative schedule for December. We will be learning the various parts of a
sentence such as the subject and the predicate. We will also learn to combine sentences and
when to use commas. Then we will begin learning about nouns. It will be a very busy month.

Kind regards,

Tr. John

November 28" - December 2™ - “Predicates in Sentences”
December 5" - December 9" - “Combining Sentences”
December 12" - December 16" - “Commas in a Series”
December 19" - December 23"~ “Incomplete Sentences”
December 26" December 30" - "Nouns"

Composition

Dear Parents,

| have noticed an improvement every month with the students writing ability. They have taken to
the concept of developing a mind map first and then using this to create their writing passage. At
first | was a little bit lenient with the length of the passage as | hoped to get about 100 words but
some students found this hard. For others this was easy so | am encouraging them to try to stretch
this to 120 words by really pushing their vocabulary knowledge and thinking about what they are
writing. If the mind map is completed correctly then they should have plenty of information to write
far more than 100 words. Overall the class has a good level of vocabulary and sentence building
skills but we constantly strive to improve this.

| always try to encourage the students to be brave. Try something, it may not work the first time but
keep trying.

This month our topic is ‘| have wings’. This topic is an opportunity to be really creative and use their
imagination. What would you do if one day you woke up with wings? Where would you go? What
would you do? Be crazy, be a little bit silly but create an interesting story.

If you have any questions then please feel free to ask me. Well done so far!

Please see below for a detailed schedule of December.

December will see us continue to use the skills learnt in the other classes to develop our
composition writing in an interesting and creative manner.

Week 1: Unit 1 Week 5 If | had wings
Week 2- Unit 1 Week 5



Week 3- Unit 1 Week 5
Week 4- Unit 1 Week 5
Week 5- Review

All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn
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Thanks
Teacher Mathew
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Kind regards,

Tr. John
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All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn



