Giraffe Class Parent’s Letter
December 2016

Reading

As we progress through month of December the following units we will discuss more about animals
surviving in different habitats. The kids will learn how different animal have adapted to different situations
and how even the weather can affect their lives. How birds need to migrate in and many animals hibernate
winter to escape the cold. To the many animals who find caves and dig holes to stay cool in the summer
months. These are just a few of the topics we will learn in the following weeks

Week 1 How insects work together
Week 2 How insects are different
Week 3 How animals help each other
Week 4 How animals work together
Phonics

Each lesson begins with interactive activities on the students’ devices. One or more activities may be done
each day. This is followed by writing or reading exercise and concluded with a review of pronunciation,
phonics, spelling, or sentence building. An emphasis is on saying the words correctly and knowing how to
use them in context as sentences. Phonics exercises in a workbook are also done with the remaining time.
Week 1

Unit 5 Week 1 (Phonics [Long e: y, ey] + Level Reader (A New Puppy)

Week 2

Unit 5 Week 1 (Phonics [Long e: y, ey] + Level Reader (A New Puppy)

Week 3

Unit 5 Week 1 (Phonics [Long e: y, ey] + Level Reader (A New Puppy)

Week 4

Unit 5 Week 1 (Phonics [ar /ar/] + Level Reader (The Party)

Grammar

The grammar component for Giraffe class will be covered twice a week for half an hour each time. The main
piece of material will be the grammar workbook that is included with the other books. Grammar will be
taught by examples and error correction. In addition to practicing and learning grammar by writing, we will
also practice it by speaking. One method will be to listen for grammatical mistakes spoken by another
person and correcting them. Games and races will also be used to review the grammar when time allows.
WEEK 1

Unit 5 Week 1 - Words That Join (p.101) Examples: | like to run and I like to jump. Kim rides a bike but Brad
rides a scooter.

WEEK 2




Unit 5 Week 1 - Words That Join (p.102) Example: The streets have bike paths so Sam can ride his bike to
school.

WEEK 3

Unit 5 Week 1 - Words That Join (p.103) Example: Helen waters the plants so they will grow,

WEEK 4

Unit 5 Week 1 - Words That Join (p.104) Example: | can’t go to Pete’s pizza because | have homework.
WEEK 5

Review

Composition

Composition class is a great opportunity for the children to put to use what they have learnt in other classes
such as grammar and reading. In this class we are using two different angles to improve their writing skills.
On the first week of every month we are using excerpts from the Reading Wonders book to help build a
foundation in grammatical writing and get the students used to analysing short stories. In the other three
weeks of the month the children then put what they’ve learnt into practice with a lengthier piece of writing
such as a short story, a letter to someone or a recollection of their own experiences. The children will
eventually become accustomed to structuring their stories with a beginning, middle and an end, and their
best stories are chosen for them to memorise and recite in the end of term speech contest.

Week 1: How to care for a dog

Week 2: Expository writing 3: What you like to do on the weekend

Week 3: Expository writing 3: What you like to do on the weekend

Week 4: Expository writing 3: What you like to do on the weekend

Week 5: Expository writing 3: What you like to do on the weekend
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