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Reading
Dear Parents,

It is marvellous to behold what a bevy of nascent polymaths the Dinosaurs are becoming, how fluid are
their sentences when they answer questions, how they muster intelligence when posed with a conundrum,
and how charming they never fail to be during each lesson.

| feel we have a lot of fun during lessons, but underlying this fun is an unrelenting system of instruction,
ensuring, by sheer and forcible repetition, that vocabulary is emblazoned upon the Dinosaurs’ minds and
the information which this vocabulary is essentially a part of. | will take especial pleasure in seeing them
exhibit their prowess during public speeches towards the end of our time.

Many Thanks,
Robert Quinn

May 30 — June 24: Speech Contest Preparation. Unit 3, Week 4. Weather Alert!

Set text: ‘Tornado’

Essential question: How does weather affect us?

Concepts: The material will be important meteorologically, giving important information on how weather
works. Also, a lot of words can be used metaphorically, such as in this sentence: ‘There was a tornado of
happiness in the man as he started to shout. ..” English is full of metaphors, and it is important that the
children try to use them in sentences and understand that all words are not literal.

Grammar: The grammar will remain consistent, this being an expository text which will use the present
tense.

June 27 — July 22: Speech Contest Preparation and Review. Unit 3 Week 4.

Hopefully, as the Dinosaurs prepare for their second speech competition, they can hone their oratory skills
and make better figures upon the podium than previously. Actually, many Dinosaurs have already
improved in their public speaking, indeed, because some students could not speak above a whisper when |
first started to teach them, though this has improved by infinitesimal degrees.

This sums up what will be the concluding months of my time at Marshall and with the Dinosaurs, and,
though it seems the curriculum therein will be retrospective, there will be heaps of new material for the



students to grapple with. They have been a pleasure to teach, and | hope | have given them something in
my time so that they may remember me.

All the Best,
Robert Quinn

Phonics & Presentation

Dear Parents,

In the next upcoming month we will be working a lot on their speech contest presentation. For their speech
contest each student will prepare a presentation like the ones we do in class. | will pick subjects that | feel
fit their level and personal interests. | hope all their practice in class will pay off on the day of the contest.
After their contest it'll just be a few weeks then this semester will come to an end. In those weeks they are
still going to do their phonics core material and presentation. We will also do some review and try to use
everything they have learned this semester in their last presentation then they can have a happy summer
vacation.

June

Week 1: Unit 3 Week 4

Week 2: Prepare for speech contest

Week 3: Prepare for speech contest

Week 4: Prepare for speech contest

July

Week 1: Prepare for speech contest

Week 2: Unit 3 Week 4

Week 3: Unit 3 Week 4

Week 4 Review

Grammar

As you can see June/July's will be spent preparing for the speech contest. In addition to this we will also
continue to study the past tense, there is an additional unit in the workbook so depending on how well the
students do we might also cover this unit or elements of it, as well as the material on the schedule.
Week 1: Unit 6/3

Week 2: Speech Contest Prep.

Week 3: Speech Contest Prep.

Week 4: Speech Contest Prep.

Week 5: Speech Contest Prep.

Week 6: Unit 6/3

Week 7: Unit 6/3

Week 8: Review

Composition
Dear Parents,

I am now into my fifth month as the composition teacher for Dinosaur class. This month we have been
writing about “Play in the snow”. We have also been preparing for the speech contest so that has been a
priority so we can showcase how our speaking skills have developed over the semester. | have introduced
a ‘mind map’ or ‘brainstorming’ process to help them plan their writing exercise. This is an informal, free
thinking process where they write down as many ideas as possible before they actually start writing. This
allows them the opportunity to develop ideas without the pressure of forming sentences. Then, when they
are ready to write they have all the ideas and information in front of them to start developing sentences.



| have been trying to encourage the use of correct sequences in their writing. They need to have an
introduction, key information and then a closing. | want them to think about how to structure their writing
and not just write down random sentences without proper sequences.

July we have continued our preparation for the speech contest. When that was completed we wrote about
a “Typhoon Day”. | have introduced a ‘mind map’ or ‘brainstorming’ process to help them plan their
writing exercise. This is an informal, free thinking process where they write down as many ideas as possible
before they actually start writing. This allows them the opportunity to develop ideas without the pressure
of forming sentences. Then, when they are ready to write they have all the ideas and information in front
of them to start developing sentences.

The students have a great level of English and are happy to contribute which shows they are confident in
their language skills. In a composition class | like to encourage them to use their imagination and creativity
which | believe is vital to developing their language skills.

If you have any questions then please feel free to ask me. Well done so far!
Please see below for a detailed schedule of June & July.

June and July will see us continue to use the skills learnt in the other classes to develop our composition
writing in an interesting and creative manner.
Week 1: Unit 3 Week 4

Week 2- Prepare for Speech Contest

Week 3- Prepare for Speech Contest

Week 4- Prepare for Speech Contest

July

Week 1: Prepare for Speech Contest

Week 2- Unit 3 Week 4

Week 3- Unit 3 Week 4

Week 4- Review
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