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Reading Section
Dear Parents,

| have to say, | am so proud to be marching into 2016 with my legion of dinosaurs so formidably arrayed
behind me, they have done us all proud. Actually, | enjoy teaching the dinosaurs most of all, they are
receptive to the information I give them and full of vivacity as they learn. | might even say there exists
amongst us an esprit de corps!

January will prove most of all a riveting year because there will be a speech contest, and so this will really
test the nerve of students and will improve their oratory skills (or awaken them). It will also be a change for
me as | will have other areas in which to instruct students on: their intonation, volume of speech, rhythm
and deportment. | do hope that | might uncover greatness in them, as | know it lurks there.

After the speech preparation, we will become quite involved in the area of fables, learning about such
stories as ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’; since there is such a wealth of fables in western culture, this will be a
good chance for me to introduce other material in class, which of course keeps them all interested. Overall,
the emphasis on morality that fables have is very healthy and helps mould students into being good and
responsible citizens once they meet maturity.

So, it is all looking so good for January. Bravo, Dinosaurs!

Many Thanks,
Robert Quinn

January 4 — January 15: Preparation for the Speech Contest

For two weeks all students will prepare for the speech contest; they have a set-text already prepared for
them, a grammatically correct rendition of their own written material. | will make it my mission to ensure
that the students not only can orate and read from their papers perfectly, but understand what they are
reading and so therefore do not become mere mouthpieces.

Additionally, and quite excitingly, | will be looking at their deportment when they read, the confidence they
hold themselves, the eye contact they maintain, which will all be supported by suggestions in how they can
make their speeches more interesting by using inflections as well as rhythm. Of course, there will be a fixed
eye on grammar and pronunciation, also.

January 18 — January 29: Unit 2, Week 2: Animals in Stories

Set text: ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’

Essential question: what can animals | stories teach us?

Concepts: The concept to be imparted is basically that of the fable: how simplistic stories about animals
provide analogies that reflect morality in the human world.



Grammar: The grammar of fables will be outlined, which is strictly in the past tense but is further outlined
by such situational phrases as ‘long ago’.

In conclusion, | would just like to say | wish you all a very happy new year, and if there are any questions
please do not hesitate to let me know.

All the Best,

Robert Quinn

Phonics Section
Dear parents,

December has past and we are now beginning the final month of this semester. | am very satisfied of
everybody’s work this semester and | really can see their improvment from the beggining of August until
now. Their spelling skills have improved, they are more organized when they are building their sentences
and they can complete the tasks faster.

Also, the presentation week is a very good way to let them describe various topics in their own words, it
increases their confidence and it practices them for public speeches. Now, they can make small researches
using the Internet and they are enjoying this new way of learning. This month, we will also prepare for the
speech contest, which is not going to be a very stressful task for them for the reason that they have been
practicing those sorts of skills the entire semester.

Have a great time celebrating Chinese New Year with your loved ones and | wish you all the best.
Teacher Joannie

ESL Core Material (G2) Phonics

January 4™ — January 8th: Prepare for Speech Contest
January 11™ —January 15™: Prepare for Speech Contest
January 18" — January 22™ : Unit 2 Week 2 (Short u vs Long u)
January 25" — January 29" Unit 2 Week 2 (Short u vs Long u)

Grammar Section

January 4™ — January 8th: Prepare for Speech Contest

January 11" —January 15™: Prepare for Speech Contest

January 18" — January 22™ : Unit 2 Week 2: Singular and Plural Nouns — Example: The fox saw the grapes in
a tree. The rabbit ate the carrots.

January 25" — January 29" Unit 2 Week 2: Commas in a series — Example: The shepherd boy saw horses,
dragons, and dogs in the clouds. She can draw with a pencil, a pen, or a crayon.

Writing Section
Dear parents,

| have been encouraging the students to not just rewrite the corrections that | have made for them, but to
analyze the grammar that they are using to write. Sure, the students can mindless rewrite and copy down
the corrections, but | want them to also understand how we can learn from our mistakes when we write
our rough draft.

January

January 4™ — January 8th: Prepare for the Speech Contest

January 11" — January 15™: Prepare for the Speech Contest

January 18" — January 22™: We will learn to identify the important details that a writer uses in a story.
January 25" — January 29™: Catch up and Review
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1/04-1/08  HEfFEGELLE

1/11-1/15 EfEARE
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Grammar Section

01/04 - 01/08 effEHIETE

01/11-01/15 #EfFmzElLEE
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f51/7] + The fox saw the grapes in a tree. The rabbit ate the carrots.

01/25-01/29 55 i L) 48 — M SR AU BEAE 55k

f5l5] * The shepherd boy saw horses, dragons, and dogs in the clouds. She can draw with a pencil, a pen, or
a crayon.

Writing Section
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