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Reading Section
Dear Parents,

Time has been fleeting and more than four months have accrued since | began teaching Dinosaur
class, time which has been well spent and fruitful. As we march onwards through December and into
January science remains the thematic crux of our endeavours, although we will move from animals and
biology onto physics, looking at how the earth works and our planet’s relationship with the rest of the
universe. | will also pose some philosophical questions to the students, as they are at that age now where
deeper and more profound thought can be developed in response to the reality of our existential situation.

Throughout all of this enjoyable material our effort will of course be centred on the students
learning English: as always, new words will be introduced in the texts, not just scientific vocabulary, but the
verbs, adverbs and adjectives which describe help us understand scientific and concepts; often, these verbs,
adverbs and adjectives can be used in a non-scientific manner. In terms of grammar, | will be extra vigilant,
because as | listen to students answers questions and construct sentences | will correct them when and
where they make mistakes.

So, for me and the Dinosaurs | envisage a dynamic, educational and most entertaining December,
and, of course, success in yet another new year.

Many Thanks,

Robert Quinn

November 30" — December 4™: Animals in Poems
Set text: ‘Cats and Kittens’
Essential Question: What do we love about animals?
Concepts: Students will learn important points about reading verse, namely, on how to maintain
rhythm. Additionally, a lot of new vocabulary will be learnt.
Grammar: Students will see how grammar can be ‘twisted’ when it comes to reading poetry, and word
order changed.

December 7™ — December 11™: The Earth’s Forces
Set text: ‘Magnets Work!’
Essential question: How do the earth’s forces affect us?
Concepts: Vital scientific information will be taught on how the earth exists as it is, and | will make sure
each student can say, spell and use each key words in sentences.
Grammar: | will lay emphasis on correcting students grammatically when they use new words they
have learned in sentences.

December 14" — December 18" Look at the Sky
Set Text: ‘Starry Night’
Essential Question: What can we see in the sky?
Concepts: | will introduce the concept of constellations and some history as to how the constellations
were formed. This could be quite a good sessions, as it might get philosophical i.e. do you think there
could be other planetary life in the universe?



To conclude, this is the general outline of what we will cover. | hope it appears thorough enough. | also
want to say that children who learn the kind of advanced vocabulary we learn in our classes will be most
impressive English speakers later on.

December 21™ — December 25™ Prepare for Speech Contest

December 28" — December 31%: Prepare for Speech Contest.

Phonics Section

Dear parents,

In November, everybody improved quite a lot compared with last months. They are getting used to
dictations, which mean that they are better at spelling what they heard. This month, we continue on the
same scheme as the past months. We are going to see the difference between the small and long “0” and
they usually have no difficulties doing the exercises.

Also, they are still enjoying the presentation week very much. They can explain their topics with
more details and they know how to look for the information they need. The topics are getting a little harder
but nonetheless, they are doing very well.

November 30" — December 4™: Unit 2, Week 1, (Small o vs long o)

December 7" — December 11™: Unit 2, Week 1, (Small o vs long o)

December 14" — December 18™: Presentation week (Animal Discoveries)

December 21™ — December 25™ Prepare for Speech Contest

December 28" — December 31 : Prepare for Speech Contest.

Enjoy your Christmas time!
Teacher Joannie

Grammar Section

December's focus will on nouns, which is quite a simple subject. | don't think the class will find the work
too hard so hopefully we can also spend some time on other things like use of adjectives with nouns and
sentence making.

November 30" — December 4": Nouns

December 7" — December 11™: Nouns

December 14" — December 18" : Using commas in a series

December 21™ — December 25™: Nouns

December 28" — December 31%: Prepare for Speech Contest.

Writing Section

Dear parents,

| have been encouraging the students to not just rewrite the corrections that | have made for them, but to
analyze the grammar that they are using to write. Sure, the students can mindless rewrite and copy down
the corrections, but | want them to also understand how we can learn from our mistakes when we write
our rough draft.

November 30" — December 4™: We will learn about how writers share their ideas.

December 7" — December 11™: We will practice identifying descriptive details.

December 14" — December 18" : We will learn how writers explain their ideas.

December 21™ — December 25" We will learn how to focus on the most important details.

December 28" — December 31%: Prepare for speech contest
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